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ATHEIST PATRIOTS MARCH
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Twenty-five brave Metroplex
Atheists faced a crowd of
50,000 as they joined the 44"
Annual Arlington Independence
Day Parade. It was held Satur-
day, July 3 at 9:00. The pa-
rade had more than 3,000 par-
ticipants in over 130 entries in-
cluding marching bands, drill
teams, antique automobiles, uni-
cycle-riding clowns, tiny motor-
cycle riding
fear |l ess

El vi s©o
at hei st s.

gest 4™ of July parade in Texas
and one of the largest in the U.
S.

Special thanks go to Laura
and Greg Cox for presenting us
with this opportunity. Laura de-
serves extra kudos for serving
as our group
an easy job keeping a bunch of
rowdy atheists in line.
(El vi ?)

't 0s

and

the big-

The many reactions of the
crowd to the banner leading our
group with our
tachedo | ogo
interesting. We received many
frowns, a few thumbs down and
several negative remarks. Our
position behind a Church of

Ma r Ghhsa float drewl amdsed cono t

ments from many parade watch-
ers and every media commenta-

206 with a microphone and a
(Parade on pagé)
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Terry McDonaldi Chairman
Randy Word Vice Chairman
John Hattan Secretary

Colin Seward$ Treasurer Many years ago my search for God ended in failure. It had
consisted, in part, of a study of current and ancient religions
so | had a fair idea of what people of many different faiths

John Hattan believed. | found it easy to understand why people no
Colin Sewards longer believe in Zeus, Thor and that crowd but | wondered
James Hardwick why otherwise smart people accept as true the mumbo

Richard 6Dické Hu&‘p@o&aﬁed drivel believed today.

So | began a study of why people believe. The reasons are

a bit complicated, if youdre
Terry McDonald one or more of the following

fHo w we b elnid &y Seople Believe Weird

T hi n@athdoare in our library) also Thomas Gi | ovi ¢ch

iHow We Know Whand | Emdima sBokidod a
Sl e Believe Everything You Think. 0

Now | have a fair idea of why people can believe nonsense.

Libba Murphey Turns out much, if not most, of it is explained by our spe-
ciesd6 evolution during our i Mi
calls it). If you want to delve deeper into that subject try
Robert Wrheg hMéds alianmdi mMabk oal B
John Hattan iReligion Explained. 7

Some Dbelievers also use a mental device -called

Colin Sewards Afcompartmentalizationo. That n

Larry McHam rati onal in their everyday |iv
rate compart ment where fAfaithdo
amination.

Metroplex Atheists is a 501(c)(3) NON  \yhen | achieved a fair understanding of why people be-

profit organized for the purpose of educa- lieve, | began to wonder why there are atheists. What sets
tion, maintaining Constitutional separation "°n-bel i evers apart from the res
o i havendot found any books on the

of government and religion, protection of
atheistsodéd rights andihttoopltyvt liengsddiveal cmeetup Wwi
1 *

ings for those of similar worldviews. We athelsts' seem to have a greater nqed to know the truth

- ) ) ) and an increased capacity to accept it. Most of us (there

are affiliated with American Atheists, are exceptions) prefer truth and believers appear to prefer a
Atheists Alliance International and the ¢ onc ? I?[ht ' 6t|_ It fCI'faI Idth ﬁprs?qem&:jwab- A

" answers to the uncertainty of life and the fear of its ending
Dallas Fort Worth Coalition of Reason. are more fcomfortabled than fa

(Chairman on page9)
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Arguments 8 -11 Of 36 For God

"This article has been reprinted from the Huffington Post with permission from the author. Landon
Ross is a contributor to the Huffington Post, principal founder ofwww.RationalApe.com and Los An-

gelesbased artist."

8. The Argument from Per-
sonal Coincidences

1. People experience uncanny
coincidences in their lives (for
example, an old friend calling
out of the blue just when you're
thinking of him, or a dream
about some event that turns out
to have just happened, or miss-
ing a flight that then crashes).

2. Uncanny coincidences cannot
be explained by the laws of
probability (which is why we call
them uncanny).

3. These uncanny coincidences,
inexplicable by the laws of prob-
ability, reveal a significance to
our lives.

4. Only a being who deems our
lives significant and who has the
power to effect these coinci-
dences could arrange for them
to happen.

5. Only God both deems our
lives significant and has the
power to effect these coinci-
dences.

6. God exists.

FLAW 1: The second premise
suffers from the major flaw of
the Argument from Cosmic Co-
incidences: a large number of
experiences, together with the
large number of patterns that we
would call "coincidences" after
the fact, make uncanny coinci-
dences probable, not improb-
able.

FLAW 2: Psychologists have
shown that people are subject to
an illusion called Confirmation
Bias. When they have a hy-
pothesis (such as that day-
dreams predict the future), they
vividly notice all the instances
that confirm it (the times when
they think of a friend and he
calls), and forget all the in-
stances that don't (the times
when they think of a friend and
he doesn't call). Likewise, who
among us remembers all the

See Q1 2010 issue
for arguments 1 -3

See Q2 2010 issue
for arguments 4 -7

To view go to
www.metroplexatheists.org

times when we miss a plane and
it doesn't crash? The vast num-
ber of non-events we live
through don't make an impres-
sion on us; the few coincidences
do.

FLAW 3: There is an additional
strong psychological bias at
work here: Every one of us
treats his or her own life with
utmost seriousness. For all of
us, there can be nothing more
significant than the lives we are
living. As David Hume pointed

out, the self has an inclination to
"spread itself on the world," pro-
jecting onto objective reality the
psychological assumptions and
attitudes that are too constant to
be noticed, that play in the back-
ground like a noise you don't
realize you are hearing until it
stops. This form of the Projec-
tion Fallacy is especially power-
fuAl when it comes to the emo-
tionally fraught questions about
our own significance.

9. The Argument from An-
swered Prayers

1. Sometimes people pray to
God for good fortune, and
against enormous odds, their
calls are answered. (For exam-
ple, a parent prays for the life of
her dying child, and the child
recovers.)

2. The odds of the beneficial
event happening are enor-
mously slim (from 1).

3. The odds that the prayer

would have been followed by
recovery out of sheer chance
are extremely small (from 2).

4. The prayer could only have
been followed by the recovery if
God listened to it and made it
come true.

5. God exists.

This argument is similar to The

Argument from Miracles below,

except instead of the official
(Arguments on pag®)


http://www.rationalape.com/
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COME JOIN US!!

3 DAYS PACKED WITH FUN

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!!I
OCTOBER 8 0610
DFW SHERATON

Bringing together Atheists, Agnostics,
Freethinkers, Secularists, Non

-believers
and Humanists from all over the US and beyond!

Dr. Michael Newdow

Sam Singleton

A Taste of Live Music
Camp Quest

REGISTER WHILE TICKETS ARE STILL AVAILABLE

To See the complete agenda and to register, see the TFC website at:
www. TexasFreethoughtConvention.com
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(Parade from pagd)

loudspeaker. Some believers
just averted their eyes when
they saw us, apparently they
think they can make us disap-
pear by looking away.

We also received many bright
smiles, cheers and applause
which made our participation
very much worth the effort. In

addition to the waiting and the
actual marching, some of us had
to get up much earlier than we
are used to on Saturday morn-

ing.

Several of our group ap-
peared very briefly on the 6:00
and 10:00 news on Channel 11
but they didnodt
banner to make a stir among the

faithful, maybe next year. Yes,
we want to do it again next year
with more valiant atheists and
perhaps even a float of our own.
We 6 d l'i ke to
t hat webre here
numbers are growing.

By Terry McDonald
get enough of ou

"Religions are all alike -
founded upon fables and mytholo-

gies."

A Thomas Jefferson

show
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http://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/1673.Thomas_Jefferson
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Atheists are Coming to a Restaurant Near You

Since you candt come to a Metroplex Atheist event, w

We now have a Metroplex Atheists Meetp Gr oup on www. meetup.com. Over the vy
that they couldnét come to a MA social event because

(

I f you have a good meeting place
somewhat of a host, then just contact Metroplex Atheists and we can put an

announcement out on the web.
u Al'l it takes is for you to say, fHe

Wedd | i ke to have a number of soci
|l etds face it, the business meetings
in meeting other like minded people.

Where do YOU want to meet up?

Upcoming Events

Business Meeting 400 E. Abram Street
Arlington, TX

REGULARVIONTHLWEETING

What: Meeting to decide general business of the group and teyA AneisiVEETUP

discuss current events What: 6 My di nner with Atheists, 8 ¢
Date: Third Sunday of the month heathens
Time: 1:00 PM1 3:00 PM Date: 1st Wednesday of the Month

Place:Grapevine Fire Hall, Hughes and Merlot, Grapevine, TXTime: 6:00 PMi 9:00 PM
Place:Blue Danube
Social Meetings 2230 West Park Row

Pantego, TX
DaLLAY RANOCATHEISTMEETUFDAY:

What: Meet with other local Atheists to talk about your beliefs“\“:IDE(55 BasH WINTERSOLSTICIPARTY
Date: Every Tuesday What: Join us for a fun and food with fellow atheists.

Time: 7:00 PM _ S - Continue checking our website for Date, Time and Place
Place: TBA; For locations near you visiétheists.meetup.com \yw metroplexatheists.org

VA AHEISVEETUE Ta.have your.events listed email:
What: 6 My dinner with Atheists, 0 %XC\}.al 9% with a bunch of
heathens The Atheist Voice Editor at

Date: 2nd, 3rd, 4th, (& 5th) Wednesday editor@metroplexatheists.org

Time: 6:00 PMi 9:00 PM
Place:td. Gilligands Bar & Grill (Meet on the grill side)

THE ATHEIST VOICHs a quarterly publication of Metroplex Atheists.
For more information, please visit our webswevw.metroplexatheists.org
To submit an article or letter to the editor, please email us.
The Atheist Voic&ditor: editor@metroplexatheists.org







